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Genetic modification (GM) is a scientific method where modern Most of the research on societal perceptions and attitudes towards GM crops and food has
biotechnology techniques are applied to manipulate and alter the mainly focused on western and some Asian countries with little empirical research done in
developing and Middle Eastern and North African countries. Hence, this systematic review
contributes to the growing body of literature in this area by adding to and consolidating the

existing knowledge on societal perceptions and attitudes towards GM crops and foods in the
MENAT (Middle East, North Africa, and Turkey) region.
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genetic material of all living organisms (1). Nowadays, GM crops
and foods are widespread in some countries around the world
especially in Northern America, Asia, and Africa. However,
despite the various benefits (e.g., increased vyield), the potential
risks and uncertainties associated with the production and
consumption make genetic modification a highly controversial
and debated topic (2,3). Indeed, over the last two decades, there
has been extensive research on perceptions of GM applications,
particularly in the agriculture and food sectors (3,4), however,
societal resistance remains one of the main barriers to the
diffusion of GM crops and foods worldwide (5) .

The objective of this systematic review is to synthesize existing literature regarding societal

perceptions and attitudes towards GM crops and foods in the MENAT region, to identify gaps of

knowledge and consolidate the current state of art. Moreover, this research will contribute to
/ the debate on GM food, which in turn may benefit both policy makers and the agri-food sector.
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