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	Paper Title: Does Religion Affect Attitudes towards Environmental Protection? 
	Abstract: This paper is work in progress. It aims to estimate the impact of religion on people's behaviour regarding the environment. A large, longitudinal panel data collected between 1995 and 2022 extracted from the World Values Survey conducted across over 100 countries was employed. Estimates were identified by employing pooled logistic regressions (random effect panel and probit models), where the dependent variable was defined as people's pro-environmental behaviour. The preliminary statistically  significant results show that some religions have a positive effect on people's pro-environmental behaviour, with those  who declared themselves as 'Other Christian' (Evangelical /Pentecostal/
Protestant) and Hindu considering that 'protecting the environment should be a top priority even if it causes slower economic growth and job losses'. This contrasts with those who declared themselves as Roman Catholic or Buddhist, who considered that economic growth and jobs should be given priority over the environment. However, the 'Other Christian' group accounts for less than 13% of the total sample, and Roman Catholic 22%. This is one of the largest religious denominations. Hence, religion and culture could play a significant role in shaping people's attitudes and behaviour with regards to the environment. 
	Keywords: 
	JEL Code: Q1, Q5, D1
	Introduction: In recent years, academic research regarding the role of religion (and religiosity) in shaping global challenges, such as the anthropogenic impact on the environment (e.g., pollution, biodiversity), climate change and sustainable development has flourished (e.g., Eom et al., 2021; Muñoz-García and Villena-Martínez, 2020; Haustein and Tomalin, 2021; Tomalin et al., 2019; UNEP, 2016). Eom et al., (2021) highlight that religion, through its moral norms and values, influence individual beliefs which in turn could affect peoples' views on environmental issues. The United Nations Environment Programme  published (in 2016) a report on "Environment, Religion and Culture in the context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which stressed the importance of religion and culture in preserving the environment, and how religious and cultural leaders could influence and shape societal behavioural change towards sustainability. Guided by social identity theory (e.g., Turner et al., 1987 and Hogg et al., 1995), this paper aims to investigate the role of religion in promoting a pro-environmental societal behaviour. Specifically, it focuses on the identification of religion denominations that have a positive impact on people's behaviour regarding the protection of the environmental.
	Methodology: A large panel data, collected between 1995 and 2022 via the World Values Survey (WVS) was used. The WVS is an international research program devoted to the scientific and academic study of social, political, economic, religious and cultural values of people in the world. It collects time-series data in 'waves' and has been in place since 1981. So far, there were seven 'waves', with the last one (WVS-7) taking place between 2017-2022. All countries (92) surveyed in WVS-7 employed a nationwide random probability representative sample (varying between 1000 to 3200 respondents). The WVS aims at collecting societies' values and how it changes over time, along with information on socioeconomic, demographic, religious values, ethical values and norms, political preferences, environmental indicators, behaviour, social values, attitudes (INGLEHART, 2014). For this study, only the groups with the most answers to the religion denominations question (such as Buddhist, Hindu, Jew, Muslim, Orthodox, Other Christian (Evangelical /Pentecosta/Protestant), Roman Catholic) were considered. Estimates were identified by pooled logistic regressions (with random effects), where the dependent variable was assumed "1" if the individual answered, 'Protecting the environment should be given priority, even if it causes slower economic growth and some loss of jobs' and "0" otherwise. Demographic characteristics, such as gender, age, marital status, children, income, education, and "god" (how important God is in ones' life) were used as control variables. All regression models are controlled by year, country and individual characteristics (sex, age, education, marital status, number of children, income class, and religiosity).
	Results: The preliminary statistically significant results showed that some religions have an effect on people's pro-environmental behaviour. For example, 'Other Christian' (Evangelical /Pentecostal/Protestant) and Hindu religions, have a positive effect, with people considering that protecting the environment should be a top priority beyond economic growth and job losses. This is in contrast with those who declared themselves Roman Catholic or Buddhist. When considering our findings, it is essential to acknowledge the specificities of each religion's values and their impact on their community, as there is little doubt that these have an impact on people's life and society's development. Being a self-declared 'Other Christian' (Evangelical, Pentecostal, or Protestant) or 'Hindu' increases the chances of that person of expressing a pro-environmental behaviour by 12% and 11.8%, respectively. This is in contrast with the estimated results for Buddhists and Roman Catholics (the probability of being pro-environment is reduced by 10.4% and 8.1%, respectively).  



	Discussion and Conclusion: The literature so far is less clear if religion affiliation and church attendance has indeed a significant impact on people's attitudes regarding environmental protection. The findings of Smith and Veldman (2020) support the preliminary results of this study noting that 'Evangelical and Pentecostal' attendants embrace both religious and scientific explanations, hence making them to accept more readily a responsibility for the environment. However, while they see themselves as advocates and promoters of 'this-worldly' (not spiritual) solutions to environmental problems they are also ready "to consider divine intervention increased support for environmental protection". Kar and Tripathy (2022) highlight that Hinduism and Buddhism have similar philosophies, but in our study the response of people belonging to these two denominations differ significantly, with Hindus associated positively with environmental concerns as opposed to Buddhists. Perrett (2018) also emphasised the positive attitude of Hindu people towards the environment, arguing that this is mainly related to the Hindu's ethics. Promoting a 'kindly' attitude towards animals (ahimisaā) and nature (moksa) ("the same divine spirit manifesting in different forms") sits at the core of the Hindu values. This contrast with Buddhism which is based 'on detachment', including detachment from the nature itself (Morrison et al., 2015). The United Nations has worked with religious leaders to help disseminate ideas and raise awareness across religious communities regarding environmental concerns. Consequently, religion could play a role on changing people's attitudes and behaviour towards environmental issues, however, more research needs to be done. 


