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Defining animal welfare  

Å complex concept related to 

the well-being/quality of life 

of animals (Scott et al., 

2001)  

 

Å challenging & controversial 

ethically and scientifically 

(Buller & Morris, 2003).  

 

Åñ é are the animals healthy; 

do they have what they 

want?ò  (Dawkins, 2008) 

 

Åñgood welfare is fit and 

feeling goodò ( Webster, 

2005)  

 
 

ñ é  concerns both physical and mental 

health, which is largely determined by the 

skills of the stockman, the system of 

husbandry and the suitability of the genotype 

for the environment ñ (FAWC, 2009)  

 

ñé what is good for 

animal welfare é is not 

always economicalò and 

ñfailure of viewing animal 

welfare in the context of 

other goals can ultimately 

have a negative effect on 

the animalsò (Sorensen et 

al., 2001) 



     
 

Defining animal welfare  

ñAn animal is in a good state of welfare if (as indicated by 

scientific evidence) it is healthy, comfortable, well nourished, 

safe, able to express innate behaviour, and if it is not 

suffering from unpleasant states such as pain, fear and 

distress.  Good animal welfare requires disease prevention 

and veterinary treatment, appropriate shelter, management, 

nutrition, humane handling and humane slaughter/killing. 

Animal welfare refers to the state of the animal; the 

treatment that an animal receives is covered by other terms 

such as animal care, animal husbandry and humane 

treatmentò.  (OIE, 2008)  



ÅThe European Convention for the 

Protection of Animals kept for 

Farming Purposes (1976) 
 

ÅñAnimals as sentient beingsò  

(Treaty of Amsterdam, 1999) 
 

ÅAnimal welfare: an important 

component of farming practices 
 

ÅCAP support for animal welfare 
 

ÅThe EUôs Strategy for the 
Protection and Welfare of Animals 

for 2012-2015 

         ñEveryone is responsibleò 
 

ÅEU an active player in the 

development of international 

conventions for the protection of 

animals  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



EU legislation 

(directives, regulations 

and decisions) 

International Agreements 

Source: http://politicalanimal.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/EUBrexit.pdf 
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× Long tradition in protecting 
animals from cruelty  
 

ÁRichard Martinôs Act to 
Prevent the Cruel and 
Improper Treatment of Cattle 
(1822) 

 

ÁThe Protection of Animals Act 
(1911)  

 

× The Brambell report (1965)  

 

× The Agriculture 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 1968  

 

 

 

 

 
 


