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BRIEF ACADEMIC BIOGRAPHY 
 
 

BSc London University (Wye College) 1963 
MSc University of Guelph 1965 

PhD Michigan State University 1967 
 
 

Lecturer and Reader, London School of Economics 1968-74 
Professor, Reading University 1974-77  

Professor, Food Research Institute, Stanford University 1978-2002 
Senior Fellow, Freeman-Spogli Institute for International Studies 1994-2018 
Professor Emeritus, Food Research Institute, Stanford University 2002-18 

 
 

UK Government Advisor: Secretary of State for Prices and Consumer Protection; Select Committee on Overseas 
Development; Select Committee on the European Communities    
Special Advisor to World Food Conference Secretariat, Rome 

Founding Member of the International Trade Research Consortium 
President of the Agricultural Economics Society 2006-7 

 
 

Seminal Research Publications 
 

A Formal Approach to Agricultural Policy, JAE, 1969 
 

FAO, Agricultural protection: domestic policy and international trade (an attempt to develop a methodology for estimating 
domestic and trade effects of government interventions in agricultural markets illustrated with reference to selected countries), 

C73/LIM/9, November 1973 produced as a supporting study for the 17th Session of the FAO Conference 
 

FAO, Agricultural Protection and stabilisation policies: a framework of measurement in the context of agricultural adjustment, 
C75/LIM/2, November 1975 produced as a supporting study for the 19th Session of the FAO Conferencde 

 
Agriculture in a World of Trading Blocs, Australian Journal of Agricultural Economics, 1993  

 
Agriculture in the GATT, with S. Tangermann and T.K. Warley, 1996 

 
Food Regulation and Trade: Toward a Safe and Open Global System, with D. Roberts and D. Orden, 2004 

 
(Tim authored and co-authored around 400 articles, books and monographs from 1966-2018) 

     

TRIBUTES 
The Agricultural Economics Society invited those who worked and studied with Tim over many years to offer their 
written reflections and memories as a tribute to his life, work and impact. Oral tributes, led by Stefan Tangermann, 
were video recorded at a special session at the AES Annual Conference on 15 April 2019. Obituaries in the professional 
journals and websites of learned societies and research groups with which Tim was associated bear witness to the 
enduring legacy of a remarkable and influential agricultural economist. The obituaries in the Wye Agricola Club Journal 
and Stanford University News are reproduced at the end.   
 
Wilfrid Legg, AES Honorary Secretary, May 2019 
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Alex McCalla 
Professor Emeritus of Agricultural and Resource Economics, University of California, Davis 

 

 
 

Tim Josling – Friend, Colleague, Organizational Partner and Intellectual Giant 
       
Unless the intervening 54+ years have eroded my memory, I first met Tim Josling in Chicago at the Allied Social Sciences Meetings in 
December 1964. Dale Hathaway of Michigan State and Elmer Learn of Minnesota were two emerging policy economists interested in 
International agricultural trade. Both had contracts with USDA to support research on the implications of the creation of the European 
Economic Community (EEC) for US agriculture. Recall that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) was not agreed on in principle until 1962, 
five years after the Treaty of Rome, and was not fully operational until 1966. Hathaway and Learn thought it would be desirable for some 
members of their student teams to meet thus the Chicago event. Tim was a new member of Hathaway’s team having recently finished his 
MSc at Guelph with Sandy Warley and I was on Learn’s team. What was actually discussed has faded from my memory but I do remember 
I liked Tim.  
 
I next met Tim on a snowy January day in 1977 at Reading. I was finishing up a Ford Foundation grant focused on developing a global 
snap shot of national agricultural policy issues. Tim by this time was widely identified as an emerging European star and I wanted his views 
on the developing European Union. After a lovely dinner with Anthea and Tim, we settled down to sip a port and do my interview but Tim 
instead started asking probing questions about the state of agricultural policy and trade research in the US and particularly on the West 
Coast. It seems he was considering an invitation from Stanford to join the faculty of the Food Research Institute and he was worried about 
intellectual isolation. I told him I interacted occasionally with Andy Schmitz, and more recently with Alexander Sarris, at Berkeley and 
sometimes with Jimmye Hillman when he was in Berkeley. I promised that if he came to Stanford we would have regular West Coast Trade 
and Policy sessions. 
 
Tim joined Stanford in early 1978 and we held our first daylong meeting in Berkeley in April 1978. Present were Josling, Schmitz, Sarris, 
Hillman and McCalla. We explored our common interests in understanding how domestic agricultural polices influenced agricultural trade. 
We noted that if countries were large producers and/or traders of a commodity, and managed their borders to support domestic farm prices, 
we had oligopoly not perfect competition. We met again fairly soon and by our September meeting we had agreed that each of us would 
draft a paper on one aspect of imperfect completion in agricultural trade and present it at our next meeting for peer review. Andy was into 
cartel theory, Jimmye was working on non-tariff barriers, Alleco was a modeller, I was still playing with duopoly/oligopoly in grain markets, 
and Tim was intrigued by what impact the EEC would have on world markets when they acted as a unit. We put together a proposal to the 
Ford Foundation to support us meeting to plan a small workshop/seminar. Ford gave us all the money we asked for and we went home to 
draft our papers so we could formally cross review our papers. I remember one intense retreat we held in a rented cabin at Dillon Beach, 
on the Pacific, north of San Francisco, where McCalla and Schmitz got into one of their frequent noisy disagreements. Tim, along with 
Gordy King, my Davis colleague who now our sixth member, tried hard to serve as peacemakers. 
 
The Seminar was held at Stanford in March of 1979. In addition to our group of six we invited people from USDA—Foreign Agricultural 
Service (FAS) and ESCS (later Economic Research Service- ERS}, Agriculture Canada, and the Canadian Wheat Board. We also invited 
a few academic colleagues like Ed Schuh of Minnesota and Bob Thompson from Purdue. The Seminar reached two conclusions- first we 
should revise our papers and seek a publisher and second we should seek funds to establish an Agricultural Trade Group. Both happened. 
The papers, plus a major bibliography, were published in 1981 as Imperfect Markets in Agricultural Trade, which I had the honor of editing 
with Tim. In December of 1979 our group plus Ed Schuh, Bob Thompson and Charlie Hanrahan from ESCS put together a proposal to 
USDA for support of an International Agricultural Trade Research Consortium (IATRC). It was approved and mid-year 1980 the IATRC was 
born at its first meeting at the University of Minnesota. Thirteen people attended including 5 of the original 6 group (now called the Founding 
6) plus 8 others (now called the Original 13). And as they say-- the rest is history (See Celebrating the First Thirty Years of the IATRC). The 
IATRC after nearly 40 years is still active with approaching 200 members from all over the world.  
 
I have often wondered whether the IATRC would have ever been born if Tim hadn’t come to Stanford and actively sought out collaborators. 
And whether it ever would have been successful if Tim hadn’t been a dedicated contributor for over 30 years.  I propose he should be 
posthumously honored as the God Father of the IATRC. 
 
I took a sabbatical in 1981-82 and spent Winter and Spring Quarters of 1982 at Stanford. There we came up the idea of writing an original 
book, which could possibly be used as the first textbook focused on agricultural trade. The result was Agricultural Policies and World 
Markets, which I still believe was a worthwhile effort. The period 1978-1986 was when I enjoyed spending a lot of time with Tim. We talked, 
argued and sometimes disagreed but we never had a heated exchange. At times Tim may have wished I was less willing to rush to 
judgement and I might have wished he would have felt more urgency about moving forward. But overall it was great to work with him. I 
never remember him raising his voice or saying disparaging things about colleagues he disagreed with. Rather he was always civil and 
would quietly articulate his case, as we would expect from an English gentleman. 
We continued to see each other though less frequently, mostly at IATRC meetings through 1994. I had become more involved with the 
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) and had retired from UC Davis in 1994 to take a job at the World Bank. 
I lost touch with Tim except for a brief period when Tim, Kelley White and I wrote An Analytical History of The IATRC. We interacted again 
at the time of the 30 anniversary of the IATRC in 2010. 
 
Tim and Anthea recently moved to Davis to be closer to their daughter and grandchildren. This gave us only a short period to see each 
other again. The last time I saw him was when he and Anthea came for drinks at our house mid-summer 2018. He had had to postpone the 
visit twice because of adverse reactions to chemotherapy. When he came to the door he looked frail and had lost his hair to chemo. But my 
lasting memory will be that it was the first time in 54+ years I had seen Tim without his beard. 
 
Tim’s contributions over his lifetime to improving our understanding the complexities and imperfections of agricultural trade have made him 
stand out among his peers. Generations that follow will long benefit from the enormous intellectual contribution he made. Tim we all miss 
you but will celebrate that we had the opportunity to know you. We and the world are better off. 
Tim, my friend and colleague, Rest in Peace. 
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Simon Harris 

Advisor on agricultural policy at AB Foods, colleague on developing the measurement of support to agriculture for FAO 
 

 
 

I am deeply honoured to have been asked to contribute to this memorial for Tim. 
 
He was a lifelong friend first met when we were both at Wye College reading agriculture in 1962, he in his last year and me in my first.  To 
my eyes he was always a true gentleman, even when we were both chasing the same girl at Wye.   
 
Tim: family friend and, somewhat to his bemusement, godfather to my daughter.  Tim: always ready for an agricultural policy discussion 
and to crack a good bottle of wine – generally both at the same time.  His passing leaves a hole in our lives and in those of all who knew 
him. Tim: one of three professors of agricultural economics (along with David Colman and Steve Biggs) from Wye of his year enthused with 
a love of economics by Professor Gerald Wibberley’s inspirational teaching questioning what economics is about, rather than the teaching 
of economic techniques. Tim: the only economics professor I know of who, on leaving his University post (Reading), was given a party by 
his local pub where he frequently partook of beer, darts and bar billiards (and very good he was too) along with Anthea.  Indeed I was 
always in awe how he fitted in his academic work and paper writing together with his non-academic life including his boat in Essex (when 
he was at the LSE), meeting and marrying Anthea and having his first child (John Mark).  Truly he was a man of many parts. 
 
As part of this personal tribute I have been asked to discuss Tim’s work in creating and developing the PSE concept.  The key factors here 
it seems to me were twofold: 
 

(i) the explosion in world commodity prices in the early 1970’s (world oil prices quintupled and cereal prices tripled).  As a result 

Governments increased their policy interventions directed at domestic food and agricultural prices, but which affected 

international trade as well; 

(ii) the widespread frustration (especially in America) at the inability of negotiations in the GATT to successfully reduce barriers to 

international agricultural trade, in part because of the lack of any generally accepted measure for the impact of government 

support policies on agricultural production and trade. 

At this time Tim was at the LSE and very interested in the behaviour of agricultural markets and how to measure the impact of government 
agricultural policy interventions.  His first study for FAO introducing the PSE concept was in November 1973, confined to five commodities, 
five countries and three years (1968, 1969 and 1970) with hand-drawn charts. 
 
The thinking was then developed over the next couple of years.  We were both intrigued by the violent gyrations in world commodity prices 
at that time.  After several beery encounters with diagrams on beer mats, we put together an article in the National Westminster Bank 
Review (those were the days when banks had economic reviews) on Can world commodity prices be explained? This was where the role 
of governments in inserting a wedge between the price signals producers were receiving and those faced by consumers led to the 
observation that there was no single world market price balancing supply and demand.  The effect of government policies was to create a 
band within which world prices could settle with supply and demand curves distorted by the impact of government policies. 
 
This led into the second study Tim produced for FAO where the PSE concept was nailed-down, the period covered extended to seven years 
(1968 to 1975), the number of countries extended to six and the number of commodities covered also extended to six with me doing the 
bulk of the PSE/CSE measurements and acting as a sounding board as ideas were bounced around.  From FAO’s point of view, this work 
was part of the Strategy for International Agricultural Adjustment of the then Director General (A.H. Boerma).  The focus of the FAO moved 
to a more development orientation, however, under the next DG (Edouard Saouma).  The prominence of the PSE measurement work was 
downgraded in the following three FAO biennial sessions.  For example, for the 1981 FAO conference the results were reduced to a single 
table and chart with only desultory discussion. It was after then that OECD took on the PSE work, although there appears to have been a 
lacuna as the first OECD reference I can find to its use of PSE’s was 1986.  This was the saving of agriculture work in the OECD and 
turned-out to be the foundation for the agriculture negotiations in the GATT Uruguay Round (1986 – 1994). 
 
Going back to the early days of PSE measurement at the FAO, we had huge issues with data availability and finding appropriate sources 
for policy descriptions, especially for Japan with our ignorance of both the Japanese language and its agricultural support systems. I recall 
learned debates about such esoterica as the Japanese sugar policy that was so complex it was virtually impossible to understand and 
Crows Nest Pass railway freight subsidies and their impacts for Canadian cereals.  I remember traipsing round London embassies pushing 
agricultural attaches for data that was otherwise not publicly available.  But over successive two-year exercises for FAO, policy 
understandings, data sources and data treatment were stabilised. 
 
All this work on different countries and their agricultural support systems opened up a brave new world for agricultural economists with 
foreign consulting and growing involvement in international trade issues.  This can perhaps best be illustrated by one year in the late 1970’s 
when Tim and I were having dinner in Rome sitting outside on a balmy evening, when who should appear but Stefan Tangermann.  It 
turned-out all three of us were working for FAO on separate consultancies at that time. 
 
As a separate strand to our work on commodities, Tim and I got involved with the UK referendum on EEC membership held in June 1975.  
We were able to measure for the Federal Trust in The CAP and the British consumer the impact adopting the CAP had had on UK food 
prices in the first two years of EEC membership.  Due to the dramatic surge in world commodity prices in 1973/74 we were able to show 
that, through the CAP’s mechanisms at that time, the UK had actually bought its food more cheaply than had it been buying at world prices.  
Of course the situation was also helped by the UK only having completed the first two years of its five-year transition to full CAP pricing! 
 
May I finish by repeating what others have said?  With Tim’s death the worlds of agricultural and trade economics have lost a towering 
figure and I have lost a long-standing friend. 
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Christopher Ritson 
Emeritus Professor of Agricultural Marketing, Newcastle University, Former President of the AES 

 

 
 
SCENE 1. Late one evening in December 1968. Hulme Hall, Manchester University. The Bar. In the corner sits the future Head of Economics 
in MAFF, Charles Capstick, with a puzzled expression on his face. He is studying a diagram - the one Glasgow’s George Houston 
subsequently identified to me as “You know, the one with the rugby posts leaning inwards”. It was my first AES conference.  I did my best 
to explain what “this triangle measured”, why “the shaded area is Government revenue”, and so on. Charles had been invited to open the 
discussion the following day on: T.E. Josling “A Formal Approach to Agricultural Policy” 
 
This paper transformed analysis of agricultural Policy in the UK. It is arguably the best and most influential article ever to be published in 
our Journal. 
 
SCENE 2. About 6 years later. Whiteknights Park, Reading University. The First Team Cricket Pitch. 
A new member of the team, a recent transfer from the London School of Economics, strides to the wicket. For a cricketer, he is somewhat 
unconventional in build (and as it turns out, in technique). The new batsman proceeds to dispatch the ball repeatedly into the trees at the 
far side of the ground. The captain, David Ansell, later comments, “You know, I do not think I have ever seen Tim play a defensive shot.” 
Perhaps, less well known than his academic achievements, is that Tim was a fine sportsman. 
 
SCENE 3.  Early one evening, a few months later. The Dog and Partridge, a Brakespear pub somewhere in Berkshire. 
Tim and I are on our way home from work. 
 “I told Anthea that I would be back by 7. Well she knows that means 7-30 – so if I am a bit late - - -.” 
 In front of us is a table covered with beer mats. Each one displays a pencil diagram, with the letters PSE or CSE prominent. I was on this 
occasion, I believe, the first person to witness the emerging ideas, which led to the creation, and subsequent deployment in agricultural 
trade negotiations, of the concepts of Producer Subsidy Equivalent and Consumer Subsidy Equivalent. 
This work is probably what Tim Josling will be most remembered for.  
 
 

Douglas D. Hedley 
Former Assistant Deputy Minister, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Former President, International Association of 

Agricultural Economists, and Founding Editor, IAAE Agricultural Economics, Ottawa, Canada 
 

 
 
Tim Josling has provided our profession with an immense body of literature on domestic and trade policies for agriculture and food, singly 
and jointly, with many authors from several continents. His leadership stature has profoundly affected the research on new and innovative 
ways of looking at trade impacts across domestic subsidies, trade access, and regulatory systems in agriculture and food, as well as 
students, policy makers, and our profession to explore more completely the economic and social impacts of domestic policy within the 
context of world and regional trading systems that have emerged over the 50 years of his career. He was not alone in this endeavour, 
working with outstanding minds around the world and through his leadership role with others in the International Agricultural Trade Research 
Consortium. His legacy for our profession will endure for the years ahead. 
 
I met Tim well over 50 years ago while he was a master’s student at the Ontario Agricultural College in Guelph. I was finishing my undergrad 
and had begun exploring with my professors and colleagues the possibility of graduate school, maybe in the US or in the UK. One of those 
colleagues suggested I talk to “this Brit”, Tim Josling, about UK schools. Although I have completely forgotten what we discussed at the 
time, we both ended up at Michigan State University some months later, taking several classes together and building a personal and 
professional friendship that has endured throughout our careers. 
 
In the early 1970s, Tim was invited to Agriculture Canada to present his ideas and findings from his work with the FAO on the methodology 
to develop a single, consistent value measure for the disparate ways that governments provided economic support to agriculture. Some in 
the room sought greater detail on the methodological issues in aggregation; some of the “elders” worried that such transparency could 
create dissension across sub-sectors within the Canadian industry because results would clearly expose the differences in policy emphasis, 
commodity specialization, and differential treatment across regions and commodities by the federal government, revealed by the consistent 
measurement method. But they also looked forward to seeing the results for Canada’s trading partners. None in the room at the time, except 
possibly Walt Anderson, foresaw the profound impact that Tim’s approach could have on trade negotiations and domestic agricultural 
policies two decade later.  
 
In the late 1990s after the WTO came into effect, Tim and I were speakers at a small conference hosted by a small Caribbean island. The 
island nation had failed to notify that it was a developing nation and had asked for some guidance on both domestic and trade policy 
measures. My recollection is that the conference ended early in the afternoon, and Tim and I immediately retreated to the beach for the 
remainder of the day. With adequate fluid replenishment, we reminisced about the impact Tim’s work on the producer support estimates 
and commodity agreements, and efforts in Agriculture Canada to find domestic policies and programs that offered equitable levels of federal 
assistance across Canadian agriculture within the new WTO rules. Canada was still working toward resolving the disparities in support 
across regions and commodities at the time, the concern raised by the elders 20 years earlier. 
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I last saw Tim at his hilltop aerie in Los Gatos, California overlooking Monterey Bay. We toured his chicken and goat pens and enjoyed a 
quiet lunch down the hill in Capitola on the beach. Neither of us had any indication that it would be our last time to see each other. 
 
Tim was brilliant, dedicated to his profession, widely known, personable, and humble about his work. He will be greatly missed by his wide 
circle of professional colleagues and friends. All of us strive to honour the legacy he has created, and to keep alive our professional and 
personal memories of him and the impact he had on each of us. 
 

Donna Roberts 
Former Associate Director, ERS, USDA 

 

 
 

My hunch is that everyone who has been invited to share their thoughts on the life, work, and impact of Tim Josling will face the same 
challenge that I face – where to begin?    
 
I had the great honor of working with Tim in many capacities over the past 20 years.  We published studies on a range of topics including 
subsidy equivalents and nutrition policies, but the majority of our joint efforts focused on technical barriers to trade, most notably sanitary 
and phytosanitary measures.   Our partnership on that research agenda extended for many years, beginning when Tim championed a 
proposal that David Orden and I submitted to the IATRC Executive Committee for a Theme Day on “Administered Barriers to Trade” in 
1995.  Tim, David, and I were to publish many articles, monographs, and policy briefs on technical barriers to trade in the ensuring years 
with funding provided by USDA’s flagship competitive grants program.  Our collaborative efforts on this research topic culminated in the 
book Food Regulation and Trade: Toward a Safe & Open Global System published by the Peterson Institute in 2004.  I regard this “capstone” 
publication as one of the highlights of my career, and I hope that Tim regarded it as a top tier publication among the many hundreds he 
published.   
 
Over the course of this extremely fruitful collaboration, I had the opportunity to observe one of the greats in action in a wide variety of 
professional settings.  I watched Tim deliver talks to WTO trade diplomats in Geneva, to peers at IATRC meetings, and to colleagues at 
Washington, DC think tanks.  He was a skilled communicator, commanding the respect of policy practitioners as well as academics by 
virtue of his command of institutional and operational details in addition to economic theory.  I recall him saying at one standing-room-only 
lecture in Geneva, “I am reciting the relevant language from the Agreement on Agriculture not because I think you don’t know it but because 
I want you to know that I know it.” 
 
When you are lucky enough to work with someone as renown as Tim to produce and disseminate policy-relevant research for more than 
twenty years, you have a great front row seat to observe the “back office operations” that support sustained success in one’s chosen 
profession.  First and foremost, I would cite Tim’s energetic curiosity about all things relevant to the evolution of agricultural markets and 
policy over the decades.  Borrowing from Isaiah Berlin’s classification of thinkers, Tim was a “fox” rather than a “hedgehog” – the breadth 
of his scholarship was one of the defining features of his career.  Secondly, I was fortunate to be in a position to witness the discipline 
required to be as successful as Tim.  That discipline was needed because Tim always looked for a way to get to “yes” to the many, many 
invitations that came his way.  The fact that he could meet his many commitments while always, always remaining genial provided a master 
class on how one should comport oneself with grace under the pressure of numerous deadlines.   
 
You cannot appreciate the impact that Tim had during his lifetime by simply reviewing his resume – he also unfailingly exhibited the “eulogy 
virtues” of kindness, patience, humility, and optimism.  I expect dozens of people regarded him as their mentor whether he knew it or not.  
In my view, an important part of his legacy extends to the deep friendships he developed around the world during the course of his career.  
We have been reaching out to one another since we heard the sad news about Tim’s passing.  “Remember when . . . ?” we ask 
one another as we recall an evening out in London or an impromptu happy hour after an all-day symposium in Capri.  We do remember.  
We remember how, by example, he made all of us who were fortunate enough to know him better people as well as better economists.            

 
 

Wyn Grant 
Professor of Politics, Warwick University 

 

 
 
It was a real privilege to work with Tim Josling (along with William Coleman) on the book Agriculture in the New Global Economy. It was an 
example of how economists and political scientists can cooperate effectively on the study of the political economy of the food chain, which 
benefits from the application of the insights of both disciplines. It quickly became apparent that Tim had an encyclopaedic knowledge of the 
relevant issues, but even more important an ability to discern what was significant and what was not.   He always made his points very 
effectively, but in a very courteous manner.  We had some convivial meetings in the UK, Canada and the United States while working on 
the book.  I learnt a great deal from the experience and Tim is sadly missed. 
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David Orden 
Professor, Virginia Tech 

 

 
 

I am happy to have an opportunity to contribute to the AES tribute in honor of Tim Josling and thank the organizers for making it happen. I 
think we’d all agree this is a tribute Tim never would have asked for but would appreciate knowing has occurred. I have four vignettes I want 
to share, two are personal and two about book projects we worked on together.  
 
The first I’ll call stumbling on a path. I was thinking about a sabbatical in the mid-1990s and considered asking Tim about it. The chance 
came when I ran into him on a footpath at a Trade Consortium meeting. I gathered my courage, and Tim was so warm and welcoming, 
taking essentially the attitude “of course you should come on sabbatical.” Over the next two years, he mentored the process of making 
arrangements and hosting a wonderful visit.  
 
This led to our first book project on food regulation and trade. Donna Roberts and I had been working in this area since the launch of the 
WTO, and Tim joined with enthusiasm and insight. He gave the effort a major push forward by pre-arranging for the Peterson Institute for 
International Economics to publish a primer on these issues. Four years later we completed the little volume, laying out the framework of 
WTO rules and obligations and providing 13 case studies, ranging from handling of the UK BSE crisis to emerging issues in GMOs and 
organics—issues of continuing emphasis in subsequent years.  
 
The second book we worked on together tackled the WTO disciplines on domestic support. This work came at a time of the most intense 
Doha Round negotiations. Tim and David Blandford had a project underway on the US and EU, and I had a project underway at IFPRI. We 
joined forces, and with the strong hand of Lars Brink also at work, produced a book focusing on these concerns. One of the topics we 
tackled was the relationship of the WTO rules and commitments to economic measures of support. This aspect of the analysis tied back to 
comparison with the PSEs that are such a huge legacy of Tim’s career. Again, these issues remain so relevant today.  
 
My final vignette is a personal one. I last saw Tim at the December 2017 Trade Consortium meetings. We hadn’t been in touch as much for 
a bit. But once again, Tim was so engaging, enthusiastic, warm and personal. I’ll always remember Tim this way. So three cheers to Tim. 
A true global leader and wonderful person.  

 

Keith Howe 

Senior Research Fellow Exeter University 

 

 
 

I first met Tim at LSE in the autumn of 1968, where I attended the seminars Tim held along with David Metcalfe. At one level it was 
intimidating to discover how much more someone only a few years older than you could have learned and mastered in that time. At another, 
here was this completely unaffected, approachable man who did his best to be supportive by making time to talk. He would arrive at LSE 
from his Sutton home around midday, work until around 5 and often (usually?) take a break in the bar, perhaps with Harry Johnson, and 
then work on late into the evening. To this day, I have used Tim’s distinction between response curves and economic production functions 
in my teaching, all initially drawn from the notes Tim distributed at a Wye College seminar. But on a more personal level, I’ve never forgotten 
what he said, a shade despairingly, as we ascended a lift at LSE: “I don’t know, Keith. Perhaps economic activity is just all about wasting 
resources for kicks.” I hadn’t met Tim for many years, not since the AES conference at Imperial College in 2004 when he was his usual 
kind, friendly and interested self. As we all know, Tim’s contribution has been immense. It was a privilege to have crossed his path. 
 

 
Lars Brink  

Former Secretary, International Agricultural Trade Research Consortium, and Former President, Canadian Agricultural 
Economics Society, Quebec, Canada 

 

 
 
How I remember Tim Josling 
Over a period of several years in the 1980s I saw some of the progress being made in measuring policy support in agriculture. In developing 
the tools to monitor and evaluate agricultural policies, staff in the OECD Secretariat and country delegations kept dropping this name Josling, 
which was new to me. Eventually I realized how important Josling’s work for the FAO in the early 1970s was for the subsequent family of 
indicators that the OECD and other institutions made operational under the label producer and consumer subsidy equivalents and also 
under other labels. For example, the Canada-United States Free Trade Agreement of 1987 made elimination of Canada’s requirement for 
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import permits for major grains conditional on the United States reducing its government support to a level no higher than Canada’s level. 
The calculations of that support largely mirrored those of producer subsidy equivalents. 
 
The Josling-inspired measurements of support played an important role in assessing the effects of alternative outcomes in the agricultural 
negotiations of the Uruguay Round. The experience of classifying and measuring farm support provided through a diversity of policies 
became crucial in negotiating indicators and rules for some forms of agricultural policy support in the WTO Agreement on Agriculture. With 
features that are at odds with economic reasoning and being open to a variety of legal interpretations, these negotiated measurements are 
effectively creatures of a transmogrification. The users of the indicators nonetheless owe a debt to Josling’s earlier path breaking 
contributions.  
 
Eventually I had the opportunity to meet Tim Josling and like so many others I came to see him as a good friend. In the International 
Agricultural Trade Research Consortium, Tim was a member of the Executive Committee for several years and its Chair in 2003 and 2004. 
He made sure that the network continued to function well and in line with the vision he and the other founding members had articulated 
many years earlier. Tim’s way of updating the vision included a proposal for an IATRC Blue Ribbon Commission to help the IATRC in 
enhancing its policy relevance. Although the initiative was not formally established under this name, Tim continued to engage heartily in 
furthering the many good ideas that came forth on IATRC process and substance. 
 
On a separate track, it was a nice surprise when Tim on a visit to Ottawa, Canada told me that he had lived for a short time in the city while 
he was a graduate student at the University of Guelph. In Ottawa he obtained data and advice for his 1965 M.Sc. thesis titled “An Input-
Output Model of Canadian Agriculture”. Tim did not say so but I understand it won him the thesis award of the Canadian Agricultural 
Economics Society. 
 
Tim Josling’s continued thinking and writing over many years improved our understanding of, among many other things, the economics of 
the WTO rules on domestic support in agriculture, their application and effects in different policy settings, and their interdependence with 
other international conventions. The substance and clarity of his work benefit us all. The large number of co-authors with whom he worked 
is evidence of his willingness to share his thoughts and eagerness to embrace the insights of others. 
 
I share in the sadness and sorrow of Tim’s family and in the profound sense of loss for the profession, and I celebrate with gratitude Tim’s 
immense contributions to a large field of work. 

 

Kym Anderson 

Emeritus Professor, University of Adelaide and Australian National University 

 

 
 

 
The world lost one of its great agricultural trade policy analysts with the passing of Tim Josling in late 2018 at the age of 78. Tim began his 
academic career completing his Ph.D. at Michigan State University and teaching at the LSE and the University of Reading, but he is better 
known as a long-time professor at Stanford University, first in the (now former) Food Research Institute from 1978 and then in the Freeman-
Spogli Institute for International Studies. His research focused on agricultural and food policy in industrial countries, international trade in 
farm products, and the development of the multilateral trading system. 
 
Tim is the intellectual father of the PSE (producer subsidy equivalent) concept for measuring agricultural price distortions, developed for 
the FAO in 1973 by building on the nominal rate of protection concept that was popularized by Max Corden’s The Theory of Protection 
(Clarendon Press, 1971). Variants of the PSE have been used since then by virtually all modellers of agricultural trade policies.  
 
Tim was a strong supporter of and Chair for some years of the International Agricultural Trade Research Consortium, a member of the 
International Policy Council on Food and Agricultural Trade, and a Visiting Scholar at the Peterson Institute for International Economics in 
Washington DC. In 2004 Tim was made a Fellow of the American Agricultural Economics Association not only for his research contributions 
but also for his extremely effective communication with policymakers and peers. Tim continued to publish prolifically in ‘retirement’ right to 
the end: two of his publications in 2018 are: The Historical Evolution of Alternative Metrics for Developing Countries’ Food and Agriculture 
Policy Assessment, in the Annual Review of Resource Economics and, as Editor-in-Chief, the 3-volume Handbook on International Food 
and Agricultural Policies. 
 
More than anything, Tim will be remembered by the great many who knew him as a fountain of knowledge and wisdom on international 
trade policy issues, a jovial friend, and a true gentleman. My own fondest memories are of him leading the singing of English folk and pub 
songs, including around our piano following an agricultural economics conference in South Australia. 
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Karl Meilke 

Professor Emeritus University of Guelph, Canada 

 

  
 

Tim Josling received his MSc. degree, in 1965, from the University of Guelph. Although the University was new the Ontario Agricultural 
College had offered instruction in agricultural economics since 1907. In the mid-1960’s Guelph was a sleepy college town and the University 
boasted an enrolment of about 2,500 of which less than 200 were graduate students. Tim’s dissertation was titled An Input-Output Model 
of Canadian Agriculture: An Empirical Study of Interdependence Among Agricultural and Other Sectors of the Canadian Economy. Dr. 
Gerry Trant supervised his thesis preparation and the finished work was published as an Agricultural Research Council monograph. This 
led to Tim’s first journal article “Interdependence in the Canadian Economy: The Case of Wheat Exports” published in the March 1967 issue 
of the Canadian Journal of Agricultural Economics. Thus began a 50+ year scholarly writing career which encompassed papers related to 
nearly every topic in the international trade and policy arena.  

Then, as now, the University of Guelph had a reputation for sending excellent students to the United States for further training in agricultural 
economics. Tim made the short journey from Guelph to Michigan State University where he received his PhD. He then returned to the 
United Kingdom where he began his professional career. In a note to me, commenting on the passing of his good friend and collaborator 
Sandy Warley, Tim credited Sandy with encouraging him to focus his work in the trade and policy area. When Sandy left the UK to become 
the Chair of Agricultural Economics at the University of Guelph, in 1970, he asked Tim to take his place on a number of trade and policy 
related assignments. Small world. Tim eventually left the UK to join Stanford University.  

I first met Tim at an early meeting of the International Agricultural Trade Research Consortium (IATRC) after having read a number of his 
papers. When you read a scholar’s papers you tend to form a mental image of the person in your mind. Tim, did not fit mine – he was not 
very tall, a bit round and always spoke with a quiet voice. I did notice that people tended to gather around Tim during coffee breaks. I soon 
found out why. He was a fountain of knowledge about trade and policy. When I was with Tim I found myself listening most of the time. It 
was beyond challenging to come up with something I knew that he didn’t!  

In the late 1980’s the IATRC established a number of working groups under the broad heading Bringing Agriculture into the GATT. The 
working groups focused on various aspects of the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade negotiations, which resulted in the formation of the 
World Trade Organization. Tim was front and center in these groups and I was privileged to be included in some. I recall after one meeting 
a member of the group commented, “Why doesn’t Tim just write the report”. We discussed this over dinner and came to the conclusion that 
Tim, as one of the founding members of the IATRC, wanted the Consortium to look good in the eyes of its funders and the profession. One 
way to do this was to deliver a useful product that was identified as the output of the Consortium and not one individual. Whether this was 
Tim’s true motivation I cannot say but the opportunity to interact with Tim and other members of the Consortium, on those working groups, 
was one of the highlights of my career.  

I had been officially retired about five years when I got a phone call from Tim asking if I would like to edit one volume of a four volume 
Handbook Series he had planned. I hesitated at first and then Tim said, “would it make any difference if I agreed to be your co-editor?” I 
immediately said yes. I think we met once early in the process and after that communicated via phone and email. Never once did Tim 
mention that he was ill. It was an easy partnership and I regret that Tim did more of the grunt work than I did. It was not long after our 
volume of the Handbook was published that Tim passed away. I was shocked and saddened.  

I believe that Tim Josling is one of only three individuals, with Ontario Agricultural College ties to have been named a Fellow of the American 
Agricultural Economics Association. The highest honor bestowed by our profession. However, I will remember him as a quiet, generous 
scholar with an encyclopaedic knowledge of agricultural trade and policy. IATRC meetings will not be the same without him. RIP Tim.  

+++++++++++ 
 

Obituary: Wye Agricola Club Journal 
 

Allan Buckwell 
 

Emeritus Professor Imperial College London and Senior Research Fellow, Institute for European Environmental Policy 

 

 
(with help from David Colman and Stefan Tangermann) 

Tim Josling was the foremost internationally renowned European agricultural economist of the post war period.  He contributed to the 
discipline of economics, to the analysis of agricultural and agricultural trade policy and to the development of those policies globally.  

Tim came from South London.  He was not from a farm background yet chose to read agriculture at Wye College 1960-1963.  He played a 
full part in College life playing squash for the College (second in the back row in attached photograph) and organising and participating 
enthusiastically in the dramatic society.  During this period Wye produced a succession of graduates who were encouraged and helped by 
Gerald Wibberley to pursue postgraduate studies in agricultural economics in N American universities. In 1963 six out of 45 graduates that 
year followed such a path. Tim Josling , Peter Wilkin and Jim Bucknell went to Guelph, Steve Biggs and David Colman to Illinois, and Tim 
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Mount to Oregon State.  Although not especially well prepared at Wye at that time in economic theory, their intellectual curiosity and writing 
skills were welcomed and developed by the rigour of N American postgraduate training.  All subsequently made their mark, none more than 
Josling.   

Tim followed his Guelph Masters with a Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics from Michigan State University. He then taught at the London 
School of Economics and University of Reading before joining the Food Research Institute at Stanford University in 1978. After retirement 
he was a Senior Fellow at Stanford's Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies.   

Tim made outstanding contributions to a broad variety of themes in agricultural and trade economics.  He excelled in creatively devising 
ways to apply basic economic principles to practical policy evaluation and formulation. One of his most enduring contributions was his 
development in the early 1970s of the concept of the Producer Subsidy Equivalent (PSE).  This was a systematic methodology to enable a 
practical comparative assessment and quantification of the intensity of government support to agriculture across time and across countries 
with quite different systems of support to farmers. This was originally developed for FAO and it was taken up in the OECD, and subsequently 
extended to become the Producer Support Equivalent which is still in use today to provide agreed targets for agricultural policy reform.  

International Trade in agricultural and food products were at the heart of Tim's interests. He made important contributions to the analysis of 
the treatment of agriculture in the GATT and later the WTO, and his suggestions as to where the trade regime should go, were highly 
appreciated by academics and negotiators. He excelled in analyzing the technical details of trade and revealed in the complexities of 
everything from regional trade agreements, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, geographical indications, institutional arrangements, 
transparency provisions, climate change legislation to biofuel subsidies.   

Tim had an encyclopaedic knowledge of facts and developments in the food and agricultural policy arena in global agriculture. He was a 
prolific writer, publishing, editing and contributing to academic journals, books, a large number of widely read and frequently cited 
monographs, conference papers, working papers and newspaper articles.  A full account of Tim Josling’s work will appear in the Journal of 
Agricultural Economics following an unprecedented special session at the annual conference of the Agricultural Economics Society. 
 

 

Wye College Squash Team circa 1962 

 
 
 

Obituary: Stanford University News 
 

 
 
December 10, 2018 
 

Stanford agricultural economist Timothy Josling dies at age 78 
 
Timothy Josling, a professor emeritus at the former Food Research Institute known for his encyclopedic knowledge of international 
agricultural policy, died on Nov. 27. 
    
By Melissa De Witte 
 
Timothy Josling, a Stanford professor emeritus of agricultural economics, died at his home in Davis, California, on Nov. 27 after a two-year 
battle with cancer. He was 78. 
 
Josling, professor emeritus at the former Food Research Institute, was a prolific scholar in agricultural economics. He was known for his 
humor, patience and devotion to his work and family, according to his relatives and colleagues. 
 
“My dad was one of those people who had an answer to every question,” said his daughter, Catherine Josling. “I loved asking him questions 
because I knew whether he knew the answer or not, he would confidently answer the question. He also had a wonderful sense of humor – 
you could always count on him for a witty retort.” 
 
A walking encyclopedia 
 
Originally from London, England, Josling joined Stanford in 1978 to teach at the former Food Research Institute, which was founded in 
1921 by Herbert Hoover to investigate the issues of food production, distribution and consumption. 
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Josling’s research interests centered on agricultural policies and international trade regulations – and he was admired by his colleagues for 
his wide breadth of knowledge on these topics. 
 
“Tim Josling was a walking encyclopedia of international agricultural institutions, and he made lasting contributions in the fields of 
international trade and policy analysis,” said Walter P. Falcon, who directed the Food Research Institute from 1972 to 1991 and recruited 
Josling to join the faculty. “He was also uncommonly broad. We used to jokingly – but seriously – say that if one wanted 10 pages overnight 
of really good analysis on any economics topic, best to call Tim.” 
 
Among his many contributions to the field of agricultural economics, Josling is most known for developing the “producer subsidy equivalent 
approach,” a measure that helps countries understand how much of a farmer’s earnings was created by agricultural policy. Josling initially 
developed the formula, also known as the “PSE,” for the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, and it has since been 
adopted by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, the United States Department of Agriculture and the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). 
 
“The Josling PSE is used to this day,” said his colleague Scott Pearson, who served on the Stanford faculty as a professor of agricultural 
economics from 1968 until his retirement in 2002 and as director of the Food Research Institute from 1991 to 1996. “The PSE helps 
governments understand the costs of agricultural protection and support.” 
 
Dedicated scholar 
 
From 1993 to 1996, Josling served as the director for the Center for European Studies at the Freeman Spogli Institute for International 
Studies (FSI). When the Food Research Institute closed in 1996, he went on to co-convene the European Forum, now The Europe Center, 
until he retired in 2003. 
 
Throughout retirement, Josling remained active on campus as a senior fellow, by courtesy, at FSI. Until 2016, he taught a course on the 
economics of the WTO for the Program in International Relations and would regularly meet with his students at the Europe Center’s offices, 
said program administrator Karen Haley. 
 
Josling’s recent publications include the three-volume Handbook on International Food and Agricultural Policies, which was published in 
2018. In 2015, he co-authored Transatlantic Food and Agricultural Trade Policy: 50 Years of Conflict and Convergence with his long-time 
collaborator, Stefan Tangermann of the University of Göttingen in Germany. 
 
“One could discuss the most crazy ideas with him and develop them jointly into workable hypotheses and proposals,” said Tangermann, 
who first met Josling in 1973. Over the next 40 years, the pair developed a close professional partnership and wrote more than 50 
publications together, including two major books. 
 
“From the 1980s on, Josling and Tangermann were considered the profession’s leaders in explaining European agricultural policy and in 
discussing its implications for policymakers,” said Pearson. 
 
Josling was a member of the International Policy Council on Food and Agricultural Trade and former chair of the executive committee of 
the International Agricultural Trade Research Consortium. He also held a visiting professorship at the University of Kent, in the United 
Kingdom, and was a past president of the UK Agricultural Economics Association. In 2004, he was made a Fellow of the American 
Agricultural Economics Association. 
 
Despite his accomplishments, Josling was “very self-effacing,” said his colleague and friend Christophe Crombez, a senior research scholar 
at the Europe Center. “Tim was not someone who sought the spotlight.” 
 
Quintessential English professor; avid sports fan 
 
Prior to joining Stanford, Josling taught at the London School of Economics and the University of Reading in England. 
Josling received a BSc in agriculture from the University of London (Wye College), an MSc in agricultural economics from the University of 
Guelph, Canada, and a PhD in agricultural economics from Michigan State University. 
 
His family described him as the “quintessential English professor,” and according to Falcon, “He never lost all of his English ways. If he 
were to walk in the door you would think he belonged in a Shakespeare play – he looked the part of an English actor.” 
Josling also loved sports, including cricket and thanks to Pearson, baseball as well. 
 
Pearson remembers taking Josling to his first game at Stanford’s Sunken Diamond in the late 1970s: “At his first game, Tim offered a 
suggestion. He noted that it would be much more difficult for the batter to hit the baseball if only the pitcher – no, Tim, he was not called the 
hurler – would bounce the ball in front of home plate. I had to tell him that, alas, this would not work in American baseball.” For years, Josling 
and his wife, Anthea, also had season tickets for Stanford football as well as for women’s and men’s basketball. 
 
Josling was devoted to his family and garden. In 2003, he and Anthea moved to the hills in Los Gatos. There, he grew a variety of vegetables 
and tended to goats and chickens, as well as caring for several cats and dogs. His also enjoyed sailing, photography and travel. In early 
2018, the Joslings moved to Davis to be closer to his daughter and grandchildren. 
 
“What I liked most about Tim was his good nature,” Falcon said. “Tim could find the bright side of things, when the rest of us had trouble.” 
Josling is survived by his wife, Anthea; his children, Catherine, BS ’03, and John Mark, BS ’99, and their spouses, Amiel Sagpao and 
Jessica Smith, as well as two grandchildren, Claire Sagpao and Andrew Sagpao. Plans for a celebration of life in the new year are pending. 
In lieu of flowers, the family request donations in Josling’s name to the Cancer Research Institute. 

https://tec.fsi.stanford.edu/
https://internationalrelations.stanford.edu/
https://www.worldscientific.com/worldscibooks/10.1142/10606
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/transatlantic-food-and-agricultural-trade-policy
https://www.cancerresearch.org/

