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First and foremost, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Agricultural
Economics Society for awarding me the AES Travel Award 2025 to participate in the
XVIII EAAE Congress, held from 26 to 29 August 2025 in Bonn (Germany). This year’s
congress was special as it marked the 50th anniversary of the European Association
of Agricultural Economists (EAAE), making it an even greater honour to be part of the
celebrations.

At the congress, | presented the paper entitled “Exploring Heterogeneity in Food
Waste Ratios Among Spanish Households: A Quantile Regression Approach”. The
study applies quantile regression to examlne how household charactenstlcs
influence food waste across the [

entire distribution. Spain as a
particularly interesting case,
being the country with the lowest
food waste per capita in the EU
while ranking among the top ten
contributors overall. The results
show that socioeconomic status
plays a significant role, and that
differences also emerge by
product type. These findings
provide valuable evidence for W =
understanding household waste in Spain emphasizing the need for pol|0|es that
specifically address economic disparities in waste practices. This may also be
relevant for other high-income countries sharing similarities.

| found the congress extremely rewarding, both
professionally and personally. Presenting my research
provided valuable feedback, while attending plenaries and
parallel sessions deepened my understanding of cross-
cutting topics. The event was also an excellent opportunity
to reconnect with colleagues and meet new researchers,
fostering potential future collaborations. Beyond the
academic programme, | particularly enjoyed the social
activities (for example, taking part in the football matches
was a highlight and created a relaxed setting to strengthen
connections).

Once again, | sincerely thank the Agricultural Economics Society for their support
towards my participation in the congress.

Hugo Ferrer (Agrifood Economics Unit - CITA, Spain)
8" September, 2025
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