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| would like to acknowledge the generous travel award from the Agricultural Economics Society
(AES), which supported my participation in the XVIII EAAE Congress, held in Bonn, Germany, from 26
to 29 August 2025. The congress, themed ‘Food System Transformation in Challenging Times’,
brought together over 1,000 agricultural economists, policymakers, and researchers from across
Europe and beyond.

At the congress, | presented our research titled ‘Behavioural Factors Influencing the Adoption
Intensity of Sustainable Farming Practices in Beef and Sheep Farming in Northern Ireland’, co-
authored with Simone Angioloni and Paul Caskie. The study examined how pro-environmental
attitudes, profitability goals, and structural factors influence farmers’ commitment to the long-term
adoption of sustainable practices. The presentation was well received, and | had the opportunity to
engage in meaningful discussions with academics and stakeholders interested in this area of work.

In addition to presenting and discussing my research, | engaged with the work of other scholars and
attended sessions that introduced new methods and emerging analytical techniques in agricultural
economics. The congress provided exceptional networking opportunities, laying the foundation for
future collaborations. The social programmes, including a football match, guided tours of the Bonn
Botanical Garden, and the gala dinner, were also a highlight, offering memorable experiences that
enriched the overall event.
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