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Dear AES Secretariat,

First of all, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Agricultural Economics
Society for granting me a travel bursary to help facilitate my travel to and participation in the
17" Congress of the European Association of Agricultural Economists (EAAE) entitled
“Agri-Food Systems in A Changing World: Connecting Science and Society” that took place

in Rennes, France, between August 29" and September 1%, 2023.

The Congress’ aim, in the first place, was to enable participating scientists to create and share
insights on how to transform agri-food systems into sustainable and resilient systems that
increase prosperity in Europe and across the globe since connecting science and society
implies that agricultural economists push the boundaries of science and research to create
societal impact. As a result, the Congress witnessed the participation of about 1050
academics and participants from multiple research institutions around the globe and from

various agricultural economics disciplines.

The Congress mainly comprised sex different research events and social activities as follows:

1- Pre-congress workshops: where several themes of agricultural economics were
presented and discussed.

2- Parallel sessions: where participants presented their research papers and research results
while receiving questions and feedback from the audience.

3- Plenary sessions: where selected keynote speakers from academia presented their most
recent contributions and led discussions on current challenges of agri-food sector.

4- Poster sessions: where participants had the chance to electronically present their
research in the form of a one slide research poster and receive feedback from the
audience on their work as well as discuss potential trajectories for improvement.

5- Study and touristic tours: where participants had the chance to visit a number of

agricultural cooperatives, farms, industrial firms, as well as guided touristic tours.



6- Social events: where participants had the chance to network and share their knowledge

and experience in more social and informal atmosphere.

I contribution to the Congress through presenting part of my PhD research in the form of a
research poster entitled “Societal Perceptions and Attitudes towards Genetically Modified
(GM) Crops, Feed, and Food Products in the Region of the Middle East, North Africa, and
Turkey (MENAT): a Systematic Literature Review”. My poster presentation took place on
the second day of the Congress (Wednesday, August 30") as part of a parallel poster session
themed “Consumer Behaviour and Market Analysis”. Figure 1 and figure 2 show some
pictures of myself along with the research poster during and post the poster presentation. By
the end of the presentation, financial support by the AES towards my attendance and
contribution to the congress was highlighted within the acknowledgements section of the

poster and the presentation.

Figure 1. Poster presentation



Figure 2. Post poster presentation

I have benefited from my attendance to the Congress on more than one level. First, I got the
chance to present my research work in an open environment and to a wider audience from
different agricultural economics research areas. As an outcome of this presentation, I received
some valuable feedback on my research methodology as well as some beneficial
recommendations for my research publication. Additionally, Joint discussions with some of
the audience after the session induced me with some valuable insights for the empirical study
of my PhD research. Second, it gave me the chance to learn about the most up-to-date, and
ongoing, research in the field and update my knowledge on different research areas of my
interest through attending several talks from plenary sessions and paper presentations from
both parallel and poster sessions. Furthermore, I was able to meet and network with
academics and research colleagues from various universities and research institutions not
only from Europe, but also from other different parts of the globe. That helped me to

exchange knowledge with expert colleagues and discuss potential trajectories for research



collaboration. Last but not least, I had the chance to meet and reconnect with some of my

colleagues and lecturers from my MSc degree studies.

By the end of this report, I would like to, once again, express my thanking to the society for

financially supporting and, consequently, facilitating my attendance to this prestigious event.

Sincerely,

Khalid Medani, PhD candidate
Centre for Rural Economy, School of Natural and Environmental Sciences, Newcastle
University, Newcastle upon Tyne, United Kingdom
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Material and Methods

* A Random Parameter Logit (RPL) Model
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