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Dr. Peña-Lévano Presents Climate and Food Research at EAAE 2025 

Dr. Luis Peña-Lévano recently presented two research posters at the XVIII Congress of the European 

Association of Agricultural Economists (EAAE), held in Bonn, Germany on August 26-29, 2025. This event 

together more than 1,200 experts from around the world to discuss the most recent studies on 

agricultural economics and food systems. Part of Dr. Peña-Lévano’s travel was supported by the 

Agricultural Economics Society (AES) Travel Award, which provides funding for members to attend 

major international conferences. 

The first poster “Carbon Farming by Restoring Peatlands in Northern Germany”, co-authored with PhD 

Research Fellow Karl-Friedrich Boy, looked at how restoring wetlands called peatlands can mitigate 

climate change. The study tested what would happen if farmers were paid for reducing emissions 

through a carbon market. Results showed that if carbon prices reach $150–200 per ton, farmers would 

set aside more land for peatland restoration, cutting emissions by up to 3,200 tons of CO₂. This approach 

could help Germany meet its climate goals, but more research is needed to understand the impact on 

food production. 

The second poster, “Land-use Emission Leakages from China’s Dietary and Afforestation Policies,” study 

led by Weitong Long from Wageningen Research & University, explored what happens when China tries 

to cut emissions by promoting healthier diets and planting more trees. While these actions reduce 

emissions in China, they can cause emission leakages–meaning other countries may need to produce 

more food to meet the market’s needs. This can lead to more greenhouse gases, higher food prices, and 

even more people at risk of hunger worldwide. The study found that without global cooperation, these 

policies could put 145 million more people at risk of hunger and cause $74 billion in extra economic 

losses. 

Beyond presenting his work, Dr. Peña-Lévano engaged with colleagues and new collaborators from 

across Europe, strengthening partnerships and expanding the Louis Lab’s international network.  
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